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What if even she is wrong?




On TV Series over series where lab-based
forensics (science) adjudicates cases

Forensics, [medicine, biology, economics,
health and nutrition] has produced serious
misdiagnoses

How about climate’s science modelling
efforts and cost benefit analyses?
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An old paper, a PNS ‘classic’
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Funtowicz and Ravetz pick a paper
on the economics of the greenhouse
effect “since the paper displays
considerable sophistication in the
handling of uncertainties in data.”

They note:
“the paper by Nordhaus is liberally
sprinkled with caveats...”




One such caveat Is — in the words of William Nordhaus -
the difficulty to move from the “terra infirma of climate
change to the terra incognita of the social and economic
Impacts of climate change” ... but:

sensiode policles on global warming sieould
weight the Costs of sliowing cimate Change

AgaInst the benefits of skower dlimate

change. Ironically, recent policy initiatives,

such as the Kyoto Protocol of 1997, have
Been introduced without any attempt to link

[he bedidr &rmissions.




Having duly acknowledged
Nordhaus’ careful wording on
uncertainty F&R proceed to
deconstruct his work using the
freshly minted NUSAP.
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“[Although ] In his rhetoric at
least, the author shows a clear
awareness of the presence of the

various sorts of uncertainty,
[...he] does not successfully
manage the problems of
uncertainty.”

Table 1
Impact estimates for different sectors, for doubling of CO,,

U.S. (positive number indicates gain: negative number loss)
(Nordhaus, 1991, Table 6, p. 932)

Sectors Billions (1981 $)

Severely impacted sectors
Farms
Impact of greenhouse warming and CO, —10.6t0o+9.7
fertilisation
Forestry, fisheries, other

Small + or -

Moderately impacted sectors
Construction +
Water transportation ?
Energy and utilities

Energy (electric, gas, oil)

Energy demand —1.65
Non-electric space heating 1.16
Water and sanitary -7
Real estate

f.and-rent component
Estimate of damage from sca-level rise

Loss of land —1.55
Protection of sheltered areas —0.90
Protection of open coasts —-2.84
Hotels, lodging, recreation ?
Total
Central estimate
Billions, 1981 level of national income -6.23
Percentage of national income -0.26

Sources for Table 6: Underlying data on impacts are sum-
marised in EPA (1988). Translation into national-income ac-
counts by author. Details are available on request.



“The hyper-precision in the

expression of the key number -
0.26% [...] shows that this is
one of those ‘magic numbers’
designed to produce confidence
In the existence of a hard core
of objective fact deep inside the

mass of intuitive fuzz.”

For Nordhaus - based on a ‘hunch’ this -0.26% could

become -2% ...
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(Nordhaus, 1991, Table 6, p. 932)
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The skirmishes on misuse or abuse of modelling are likely
to get lost in the all out war on climate

The HIDDEN HISTORY of the
BILLIONAIRES BEHIND the
RISE of the RADICAL RIGHT

21 N L S S [ A\

New York Times bestselling author of The Dark Side

Some excerpts of chapter 8, The Fossils, here:
http.//www.andreasaltelli.eu/file/repository/Chapter_8sr.pdf



“While Obama's health-care bill was useful in riling up Tea
Party protesters, his environmental and energy policies
Were the real Target of Many of The multimillionaires and
billionaires in the Koch circle.”

BILLIONAIRES BEHIND the

The HIDDEN HISTORY of the
RISE of the RADICAL RIGHT
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THE HOUSE SCIENCE COMMITTEE’S
ANTI-FSCIENCE RAMPAGE

By Lawrence M. Krauss, SEPTEMBER 14, 2016
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The Next Genocide

By TIMOTHY SNYDER SEPT. 12, 2015

“New Haven — BEFORE he fired the shot, the
Einsatzgruppe commander lifted the Jewish child in the air and
said, “You must die so that we can live.” As the killing
proceeded, other Germans rationalized the murder of Jewish
children in the same way: them or us.”

Che New Jork Times
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