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A short analysis of norms and counter-
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authority for reasons of occasion,
opportunity and interest. Outline:Narratives
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exception,Seeking Cinderella,Reformation
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Ranking the Rankers? We investigate using
global sensitivity analysis the properties of
the science-wide author databases’

standardised citation indicators produced
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Truly interdisciplinary paper on modelling
claims, by a team led by Arnald Puy: "Socio-
environmental modeling shows physics-like
confidence with water modeling surpassing it
in numerical claims" - OPEN ACCESS.
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More sociology of models would help - whom?

Risk of preaching to the choir in a political economy of
science dominated by journals

Socletal polycrisis where science plays a major role
Modellers have interests, expediency and convenience
Sociologists’ message orthogonal to the ‘party line’

Sociology of models under—explored (versus Stats,
algorithms-+)

Article | Open access | Published: 06 May 2023

What can mathematical modelling contribute to a
sociology of quantification?
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Under the banner of ‘saving science’ science is
enrolled in a defence of the orthodoxy
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Eisenhower and Feyerabend on the same page?
Government captured by scientists? (Eisenhower)
Too much political authority entrusted on scientists! (Feyerabend)

The end of the grand récit (Lyotard, STS scholars, Post normal
science)



- and sociological arguments might be seen as defeatism in
the face of the present struggle

» Scientists cannot resolve the problem alone and have high stakes in the

preservation of the status quo.

« Institutions are in denial pretending that current predicaments of

science do not weaken its privileged role in governance.

Futures
Volume 91, August 2017, Pages 5-11

What is science’s crisis really about?
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Then there are the habitus — dispositions of scientists/modellers
(here on Mary Douglas’ grid/group diagram)

GRID

Endure, lamenting
their fate

Fatalists

Defend symbolic capital
Uphold deficit model
Normative ambivalence

Hierarchists

Individualists

Waste symbolic capital
Use all that one can get away with

GROUP

Egalitarians

Participatory solution
Change the currency of symbolic capital



Solutions are hard to come by for a variety of reasons ---
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The engagement of social science and humanities that gets
accepted 1n journals tends to be of a confirmatory nature — to help
the actors of DestinE to receive societal consensus
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Advocacy will be hard as a place needs to be found
between the ‘save the science’ and the
‘kill the science of the elites’ camps.

Companions will need to be found among those with
different norms and beliefs



Reformation?
Reforming the catholic church from the inside ~1517%

A return to craftsmanship with ‘more time inside the model’?

Andy Stirling’s ‘Cinderella methods’?

Sensitivity auditing, interval analysis, scenario processes, uncertainty heuristics,
interactive modelling, exploratory modelling, backcasting workshops, g method, multi-
criteria mapping, post-normal science, flexibility assessment, diversity analysis,
precautionary appraisal participatory deliberation, transformation labs, pathways
approach, reflexive design, participatory design, open appraisal, civic research,
statactivism (Stirling et al., 2023).”
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-+ Or damage limitation against model—-based narratives of technological
solutionism, ecological modernization, green growth, planetary twins ---
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